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Appl. No. 10/351,863 

Amnt. dated 8/24/05 ^ 

Reply to Office Action of 5api lO.W^ 1 «* ■» 

RFMflRKS/A.Rfll IMEN1TS 

Claims 1 -20 remain in the application. Claims 1 , 7, and 1 4 are currently 
amended. Claim 5 was previously amended. 

Claims 1-2, 6-8, and 1 3 were rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable 
otTwaekawa et a. 5,644,388 and McDermott 5 898.267 Claims 4 0-1 1 , 
1 4 1 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 USC 1 03(a) as unpatentable over 
MaeLwa et a,., McDermott, and Martin et * 4.573.796. Claims 5 and 1 7 are 
rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Maekawa 
McDermott, and Martin et al. Claims 3. 9, and 1 9 are are rejectee I under 3S USC 
1 03(a) as unpatentable over Maekawa et al., McDermott, and Mart.n et aL 
Claim 5 is rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over Maekawa et al., 
McDermott, and Ross et al. 5,877,863. 

The independent claims 1 , 7, and 1 4. as now amended clarify in the P™« 
inventionW^ light resulting from the LED illuminat.on source m de ected 
by the detector, distinguishing over Maekawa et al. Maekawa et al. teaches 
(among other things) the use of an LED source for causing sia^ of light 
from particles to detect the presence of the particles (call * >. 
along with a laser light source for causing fluorescence from the . parteta jo be 
detected. As the use of an LED source resulting in fluorescent light ^Xted 
from the particles for particle detection is not taught or suggested by cited or 
known prior art. applicant submits that the claims as amended are pa entable 
The dependent claims are patentable as depending from patentable claims, and 
include further patentable elements. 

As all of the claims now in the application appear to be in condition for 
allowance, applicant respectfully requests that the application be allowed and 
passed to issue as soon as possible. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MACHELEDT BALES & HEIDMILLER LLP 
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